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OCn the 5th, cx 6th. August 41886 our fainily errived at
fntakanui, At that time there were €ight big mining companics
vortidne at liatakanul, Our home was on the llcrth-wWest corner
°f awhot was to be the first football ground. The Lioran fomily
wore on tiic North-Zest corner. In 1892, we went into the

”rﬂ@iishcmc wvhcen they weant to Mﬁﬁdy Creek.

Coming to the Vinter of 4887, the miners after work
cruabbed the specargrass and serub on the foosball ground,
e aids ana the Morans, who were older with the Teampletons
fnu Sletterys gathered the spearpgrass and serub which was set
on fiI‘C .

B1ll Wall vas the first captain of the 1887 tesm. To go
on to about 1893-SL, Ntgy0 played lintakanui and beat them, I
thinl, 57-nil. The Motakenui Team of 41896 was Ton Reié at
full-baci, Leonard Greenbank, Bob Sutherland and Harry Norman
thrce-quarters and other» backs were Bob Hemingway,Felix
Donnelly and Jim Shepherd. Forwards werc Dan Moran, George
Loran TcmMoran, Ned Loren, dint Cummock, Jim. McGowan, Bill Daniels
nd Jim Burnstein, d

In & ganc vwith St.Bathans about this time, I remember
i:0gey danrahcn getting over the Matalanui line but before
Ec could ground the ball, DanMoran took hold of it. They
wrestled for posscssion for some time ond Dan lioran finally
got it and forced it. saving the try..

In the <pring of 41895, the latakanui Schoolboys played
Blacks and beuat them by 74pcints to nil. iy brother ana I
are the only living players of that team., A very fine pleyer
of that teaii wae the late Edmund Grace whe was also one of
the mainstays in 1905. He was badly injurced at the landing
at Gallipoli,where he alsc lost his brother. When he died
about a year ago, he was an accountant in Dunedin.
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The late Bob Sutherland,aBoer War Vetcran, whom I
have already mentioned as player in 1896 was =

very fine man and player as was his brother Georze
of our 1895 to 1905 tecams. Both these men have
passed away.

Now as to the nomes of the 1905 team., These nanes
are taken from an actual photo but denes not ineclude
all names (= Bob Rutherford, Frank Templeton, Lester
Vudclesbon,Alex.1un11ton,Douulﬁs Nicolson,Tom i.oran,
Gecrge Sutherland,George licran,Jack Thomson,Arthur
Byrnes, Alf. Peak, Tuﬂ Shepherd bdmuné Grace, Tom
Truesdale,Alex Harley and missing players re Jack
Hamilton, harry Simes ,George Clare ond Bob. Shepherd,

'Before 419C6,Harry Simes went cut and Bob Shepherd
was killed. In 41906 was added Steve Shanahan and
Gzorge Whyte. These new pleyers went with us to
Lowburn on & Friday and we played Cromwell on the
Saturday. ‘e knock@d off at the mines at 5Sp.il.,
caught George lioran's rebbit waggeon at 6.30, went on
te Clyde, \huPC the Clyde hoys gave us an evVning or
smoke concert. We. .went on and played Lowburn tihe next
cay <when therc was no score, On the Saturday we held
Craozzell till about twenty minutes before time when
_ they beat us.

About the next year 1907, we had new young nlasers
George Waylor,417, Tom Huddleston,17,lick Ryan,417, and
Gerald “allaﬂher and Bill ‘Yebb from St.Bathans came
to work in the mines and ulﬂyed for us.

From 4908 to 1941 we had Dave Weir fram Giimerburn
ané Barney Rushton late of Nightcaps,deceased, of

Dundee Sandy trotting fame. Local playprs of 1038 on

are Lrnie Hucddleston,Tom Peak, Bill Wilsen. think

these players are better explalncd in a pboto talken

in 1944 st St.Bathans . This photo is in the possess-

ion of George Naylor of Alexandra and is headed
WINNERS MANITOTO COUNTY BANNER 1911,
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N Shortly after the 1911 Season, Ileft for Wellington ' I
and later went to Christchurch, then the West Coast and i
in 1920 to Port Chalmers, 4

ALTHOUGH I PLAYLD FOR SIX MORE SEASONS AFTLR LEAVING
IN 1914,ALL MY SYMPATHILS ARE WITH OLD MATAKANUI AND I
WISH THENM ALL THGE VERY BEST o
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Getting away from football but to go back to the great
sporting qualities of the MORAN FAMILY, |

The Vinecent Jockey Club saw fit to have a race, THE <
NORAN MEMORTIALY Dan,George and Tom all trained and
rode trotters. Inabout 1893, Father Shein,a fine .old
man, had a buggy horse called Blackthorne whi e
Bucifitas o thoroughbred. Dan Moran got this horse and
trained it for the Vincent Races. It was starting with-

.Cut any money on the tote and-it—i at B

Shein—gave Dan £4-to-pub=en: It won and paid £4107, I :

was there and saw Dan Moran win on Blacl:thorne, :
Many times when I pass Arthur Barnetts shop in

Dunedin which has a sign of a trotting horse, I can see

Dan oran coming up the straight on Blackthorne.

THIS MORANS Wil THE FOUNDATION OF MATAKANUI AND OTHER +4
SPORT. Dan played until he was 45, George 39 and Tom '
37. That was in 4914 when I left Matakanui. No doubt
they head not finished then., Without the kiorans there
would have been no early .football in Matakanui.
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_ I hope this is not too boring and some of it may be
of interest to old Matakanui sports.

JACK HAMILTON
- 93 Centennial Avenue,
Alexandra.
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